THE TURK AS RULER
lent to twopence), pigs ten, sheep and goats four
on the Asiastic side of the Bosphorus and four
and a half in European territory. For the more
valuable Angora goat, there is a special tax of
six piastres. Tithes, payable in instalments with
confiscation in cases of default, are levied on
olives, dates, vegetables, honey, silk, tobacco and
other produce of the country. The old system
of farming the tithes was iniquitous. To some
extent it was done away with when the famous
Tanzimat, or Hatt-i-Sherif9 of Abd-ul-Mejid
(1839) took the monopoly out of the hands of
the pachas, though even since then the system,
with all its attendant abuses and its heavy pressure
on the small farmer, has been in vogue in the
country districts.
Militarism, together with the Sherfat, has
always been the dominating factor in the govern-
ment of Turkey, and from this national ideal the
Young Turks, with all their theory and enlighten-
ment, will not easily free the country. The
proletariat hold nothing higher than a preaching
hoja9 with bayonets to support him. This worship
of armed authority sometimes manifests itself in
unexpected quarters, as will be appreciated from
the following fragment of a conversation in a
Stamboul coffee-house, between two irregular
firemen, on the day of the Investiture of the
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